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Mini-implants as a support for lower overdenture
Narrow one-piece implants ≤ 2.5 mm wide are known as mini-implants. They appeared on the market some 25 years ago and still cause controversy about indications in dental medicine. The first ones had smooth surface and degree of osseointegration was scarce, therefore they were used to support temporary suprastructures. Treating their surface in the same way as standard implants and use of stronger alloys changed their indication into support for permanent prosthodontic solutions. This led to increase of clinical survival. Nowadays mini-implants are one of options to support complete denture. Although increasingly have been used in daily practice, we still need recommendation how to work with them in different clinical cases. In this lecture it will be explained in brief what is their optimal number and position in dental arch, instructions for precautions during installation, relative and absolute contraindications. Furthermore, the importance of thickness of soft tissues and the attached mucosa have to be included in planning the treatment. Option for splinting can help us to better distribute the loading on supporting structures, especially in cases of unilateral loading. These tips have to be kept in mind when planning a covering mobile denture on mini-implants. The presentation includes all published scientific knowledge and recent clinical experience.
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